
In early January of t his year, dedicated biologists and
volunteers discovered a welcome sight through the
spot tin g scope: an injured elephant seal had returned
home. 

Durin g one of th e surveys of North ern elephant seals
(Mir ounga angustir ostris) that researchers conduct
twi ce weekly from November to M arch, a biologist
spot ted a female seal with a ringed scar around her
neck. They focused on the tag attached to her tail 
flipper . It was pink, which means that the seal was
tagged at Poin t Reyes National Seashore or the
Farallone Islands National Wildlif e Refuge. The tag
read K343.

Researchers searched the tag database for K343 and
found that Seal K343 was originally tagged as an adult
seal at Nort h Drakes Beach on January 16th, 2004. On
that day the Marine Mammal Center removed a 
plastic ring caught around her neck that was cuttin g
into her throat. No one had recorded Seal K343 unti l 
biologists spot ted her near Chimney Rock this
January. She sti ll has a prominent scar, but she
appeared to be healthy and very active. She was last
seen nursing a large pup on February 2nd of t his year.

Seal K343 was part of th e successful 2007 breeding
season at Poin t Reyes. On February 1st, biologists
recorded the largest number of breeding elephant
seals since they began colonizing Poin t Reyes
National Seashore 26 years ago - 1,290 seals. Durin g
the breeding season, biologists tagged 232 weaned
pups with tags unique to each seal. In subsequent
years, biologists will conduct re-sight surveys to 
constru ct a life history of each tagged weaned pup -
where it colonizes each year, how fecund it is and
how long it lives. Tags also let biologists know when
success stories happen; when rescued seals like K343
survive.
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Seal K343 is marked by a r ing ar ound her neck. The Mar ine Mammal
Center r emoved a plastic r ing fr om her neck thr ee years ago, and this
January she appear ed healthy and was last seen nursing a large pup.
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Since 1988, biologists at Point Reyes National Seashor e have tagged weaned elephant seal
pups with unique pink tags. The tags allow biologists to track the life history of individual
seals.  
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